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Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection of our Lord 

April 4, 2021 
 

 

Introduction for today 
 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, 

unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, 

praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In word and 

feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all the 

world. Alleluia! 
 

Today on the church calendar we commemorate Benedict the African, confessor, died 

1589.  Born a slave on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope 

ordered all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined the 

Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor and later superior 

of his community. 

 

THE LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(The congregation is invited to join in all that is printed in bold.) 

(*Please stand as you are able.) 

 

GATHERING 

the Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 

 

*EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 

 Here is Good News — 

 the grave is empty, 

 Christ is risen. 

 ALLELUIA!  

 

 Here is Good News — 

 the light shines in the darkness 

 and the darkness cannot put it out. 

 ALLELUIA! 
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 Here is Good News — 

 once we were no people, 

 now we are God’s people. 

 ALLELUIA! 
 

 Christ is risen! 

 HE IS RISEN INDEED!   

 ALLELUIA!  ALLELUIA!! 

 

 

*GATHERING SONG:     Jesus Christ Is Risen Today   # 365 
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*GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you.  

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become 

the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and 

help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

 

 

FIRST READING:   Acts 10.34-43 
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from 

Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus ’life, death, and resurrection, so that 

God’s forgiveness in Jesus ’name would reach out to all people. 

 

A reading from Acts: 
 
34

Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all. 
37

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 
39

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 
40

but God raised him on the 

third day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42

He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 

judge of the living and the dead. 
43

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  from Psalm 118   (Read responsively by verse) 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted!  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord… 
 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

 

 

SECOND READING:   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we 

experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith. 
 

A reading from First Corinthians: 
 
1
Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 
2
through which also you are being 

saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come 

to believe in vain. 

  
3
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 
4
and that he was buried, and that he was 

raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 
5
and that he appeared to Cephas, 

then to the twelve. 
6
Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 
7
Then he appeared to James, 

then to all the apostles. 
8
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

9
For I 

am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church 

of God. 
10

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in 

vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the 

grace of God that is with me. 
11

Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you 

have come to believe. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God! 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:    Celtic Alleluia  #174 

(Sing through twice before reading of Gospel, once following reading.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL:   Mark 16.1-8 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory be to you, O God. 
 
1
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus ’body]. 
2
And very early on 

the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 
3
They had been 

saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 

tomb?” 
4
When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 

been rolled back. 
5
As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white 

robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
6
But he said to them, “Do not be 

alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he 

is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 
7
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 
8
So they 

went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:     (Sing through once) 

 

SERMON  

Silence for reflection follows the sermon  
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*HYMN OF THE DAY:    Thine Is the Glory   # 376 
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*NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 

who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

A brief silence. 
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Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection!  Fill your church with the power 

of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds 

sway.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection!  Fill all of creation with your life. 

Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our 

care for what you have made.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection!  Fill the nations with your 

peace.  Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and 

inspire new beginnings.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection!  Fill all in need with hope: those who are 

afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who 

grieve especially (…names from prayer list). Assure them of your promises. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection!  Fill this assembly with joy as we are called 

your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 

community.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Praise to you for by the breath of your Holy Spirit you have called this new congregation 

into ministry.  Continue to empower and guide us with your Spirit that our words and 

actions may boldly reflect your shining light of love and hope in this world. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection!  Fill us with trust, that we 

join with Benedict the African and all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your 

mercy endures forever!”  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

(Please share appropriate gestures of peace to those who are near to you.) 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ  

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

*DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.       We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting 

and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us. 

Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 

blessed and holy Trinity, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 

The risen Christ invites us to this table. 

Come, eat and be satisfied. 

 
 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS:         Lamb of God 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray: 

Wellspring of joy, 

through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 

and send us as joyful witnesses, 

that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

 

*BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

*SENDING SONG:    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds   #367 
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                              Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
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*DISMISSAL 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

    Serving today: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisting Minister:  Sharon Napolitano     Lector:    Lisa Ball-Goodrich 

Ushers:     John Downs, Ken Watson 

Organist: Caroline Henry   Violinist:  Molly Schneider 


